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POLICE — DRONES 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.07 pm]: I wish to update the house on the latest 
expansion of our police force’s aerial capacity in the form of new drones. The Western Australia Police Force has 
begun the rollout of 40 new drones and is training 60 officers to be their pilots. Each regional police district will have 
two drones at their disposal, with the remainder based in the metropolitan area. The drones will add significantly 
to the toolkit available to police in several, different ways. They provide a safe and certain way to track offenders 
fleeing a crime scene. They enable police to monitor and trace hoon drivers without hazardous and potentially fatal 
physical intervention. They are also equipped with thermal imaging equipment, which will provide emergency 
response teams with an important capacity in the conduct of land and sea search operations. These drones enhance 
the air support available to the police, and their rollout is supported by extra theoretical and practical training, 
which will satisfy Civil Aviation Safety Authority requirements, provided to our police drone pilots. 
Some of the first officers to complete this training are major crash investigators. It provides them with a great tool 
for complex mapping of the site of a serious or fatal crash. These officers have now been deployed, together with 
their drones, to undertake this important work. Last week, Kalgoorlie police used drones in an operation aimed at 
getting hoon motorcycle riders off the streets of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, with reports that 10 off-road bikes had been 
removed from the streets and seven people charged with 15 offences. 
This investment of $1.2 million is the latest in a series of commitments by this government in new technology and 
equipment for our police force. Since 2017, the McGowan government has overseen, amongst other initiatives, 
the $18 million rollout of body cameras, the development and issue of OneForce mobile phones, additional automatic 
numberplate recognition capability, which was first introduced by the Gallop government, and a $26.9 million 
investment in a new-generation police helicopter. This government understands that a contemporary police force 
needs contemporary technology. Drone technology will assist both the police and the community they serve. It 
does not just make the work of police easier; it will save lives.  
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